Spring on Lake Sarah

L31A Spring 2022 Newsletter

Issue # 73

Upcnming Events
Fleaze mark your calendar!

= April 25 — Spring General Membership Meeting

o Independence City Hall

o 6:30 pm social followed by 7:00 pm meeting
« July 4™ - Boat Parade {(more details to come!)

o 2:00pm gathering near the public landing

s July 18 - Summer lce Cream Social/General Membership Meeating

o 700 prm gathering at Shady Beach Circle

Welcome Spring! Come join the fun!

Well, it may not be all fun but come join your neighbors and learn
aboul Lake Sarah water quality inihatives. Please join us at the newly
rermnodeled Independence City Hall for the annual LSIA Spring
General membership meeting. We will review the 2021 Aguatic
Invasive Species Management update provided by AlS consulting
and review the treatment plans for 2022. Additionally, we will hawve
Jog Baker from the Watershed Commission speak about projects and
plans affecting Lake Sarah and Brian Viach from Three Rivers Park
District will present Lake Sarah water quality and monitoring data.
Looking forward to seeing you there!




Water Quality Update

By Marcus fahn

This December, LSIA was part of a productive meeting with our partners from the DNR, the
Watershed Commission, Three Rivers Park District, as well as our Aguatic Invasive Species
(Al5) Consultant and chemical applicator. We discussed the considerable progress made on
our Lake Vegetation Management Plan to-date, the challenges of 2021 - namely a drought and
the ensuing low water levels - and best approaches for moving forward. It was agreed that we
would stay the course given the considerable progress we have made against Curlyleaf
Pondweed (CLP) over the last ten years (please reference following 2021 Lake Sarah AlIS
Management Update). Alternative options were also discussed should future conditions dictate
a change in approach.

AlS Grant funding is again available to Lake Associations across the state in 2022, Recall, in
2021, we successfully obtained $10,000 in funding for treatment which was split evenly for the
East and West basin. We have again applied for funding in 2022, and expect to learn of our
grant application status sometime in the coming weeks. Keep your fingers crossed!

Lake Treatment Donation

The estimated cost to treal the Aguatic Invasive Species (AIS) Curlyleaf Pondweed (CLP) and
Eurasian Watermilfoil (EWM) in 2022 is around $32,000. This amount is consistent with the
amount spent the last few years. We continue to get some financial suppor from our pariners:
Thanks to Three Rivers Park District and Pioneer-Sarah Creek Watershed Management
Commission. In order to continug the treatment and improve the quality of our lake we need
your continued financial support.

We are again asking all lakeshore residents and dock owners to donate $150.00
Thank you to all who already donated!

We all love this lake and everyone benefits when the overall water quality is improving. Not only
is it more enjoyable, a healthy lake adds to the value of your property!
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2021 Lake Sarah AlS Management Update
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Eurasian Watermilfoll (EWM] Management

Background

Lake Vepetation Management Plan [LVIMP] comipletsd with MM DNR in 2013, Extends through 2023
= LWMP alltecs treatment of greater than 15% of limoral srea fior CLP.
= LYMP limits nathee plant control o a 5050 area
= Parmers: L5A, Three Rivers Park District, Fioneer Sarah Creek Watershed Commassion, AlS Consulting

* Mot part of LVMP, corirgl is limated to no greater than 15% of limoral area E5E-il.'l'l.".il EWM is managed
10 rediuce NUISaNCS areas and IMprove REvgation,

LVMP Goals for CLP Management
= Increase native plant abundance & diversity

= Control CLP to reduce interference with recreational use

= Maintain or increase waber clariy

Fgure 1. Histoncal Curbylesd Pondweed Abundance Lake Sarsh 2011—2021
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Progress Suminnary

Curlyleaf Pondweed [CLP)
= 021 wews year 9 of lange scale treatments for CLP
=  Treamment acreage has been reduced from 260 aores in 2013 1o 95 25 acres i 2021

*  Number of natve plant spedied hat mcreased on aach bagin, and abundance of native plants has increased. This
was one of the goals of the LVMP.

E ian Wat itfoil (EWM]

*  DNR aliowed treatment of 29 acres in 2021 in areas that limited navigation through the lake

= June survey in 2022 will dentity EWM distmbuibon in the lake, and that will be used apply for EWM meatment
permit with DNE. DNR uitmately determines which areas are aliowed for reatment

=  We continue to evaluste other treatment options for EWM weth the DNRE. Pilot treatments wih other products
are bewng used on several lakes in MN, we expet a mesting with the DNR later m 2022 to determine if thoss
options would & pood fit on Lake Sarah in future years.

Figure 2. Curlyleaf Pondweed Before Management {2011) and year 9 of mansgement (2021}
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Figure 3. 2021 Eurasian Watermilfoll Treatment Areas (29 acres)

Frepared Sy: Eric Freldseth, Al5 Consulting Services March &, 2022




Watershed Update - from Joe Baker

Hope all in the LE1A are doing well and kooking fonward to Sgring?

The watershed completed its study of the Dance Hall Creek area and identified the lollowing Best Managermeni
Fractices [BMP's) for this strategic site just norh of Lake Sarah’s west bay:

: Net TP Normalized Lifecycle

e Pk e Poni] | o ot | Liecydie Cot R e )
1 Wetland Enhancement {Baunce) WS | & S4T00| S 113250 | & a8
: Stormwater Pond/Wetland Restoration | 54.0 | S 1.067.751] 5 1166971 S 720
3 Stormwater Pond and Filter 790 |5 307096|5 406316 5 457
P Wetland Enhancement and Filter 54 |5 261242|5 360463 )5 2225

With this study now complete, the watershed and cur key partners (Hennepin County and the city of Greenfield) will
b engaging with T key propedy owners 1o gain their permission (via an easement) o we can pursue grants this fall
to fund the implementation of BEMP's #1 and #2 above.  As you can Ses weiland restoralionsg are nol cheap, howeser,
ey are: the most cost-effective projects we can do to reduce the extemal phosphones loading into Lake Sarah.

Additionally, the watershed's Technical Advisony Committes (TAC) has been mesting to pricatize all of the projects
wibiich resquire: hundingg o the: nest 5 years and we will be Binalzing ths Capital Improvernent Plan (CIP) in the
coming months.  The projects we'll have on the CIP list for Lake Sarah include the Dance Hall Cresk BMP s, the
analyss of Lake Sarah sedment for phosphons (which will allow for 3 TMDL shedy refresh), a canp population study
{& potential carp reduction if necded), and an Alem treatment project. | will share the CIP projects list for Lake
Sarah in the nest LS1A newsletter.

If your hawve any questions, feel free to contact me at (812) BE8-E702. Thank you!




Lake Sarah Neighborhood Directory
As a courtesy to all neighbors, LSI1A updates and distributes a : s

neighborhood directory annually. It's a convenient way to know who ﬂ Ve -

your neighbors are and be able to contact them, The 2021/2022 @ ;_ "N
directory was distributed by email in February. If you did not receive @ £

- - b

one and would like us to send one to you, please send us an email \\_d_/f

with your request to lakesarahassociation @ yahoo.com. We also

have a imited number of printed copies available upon request, If
you nofice a change or correction 15 needed in the directory, please send a note toa the email

listed above and we will make the correction in the next edition this fall. It is a MAJOR task to
kesp this updated so any help in keeping it current is appreciated!

Want to stay connected and current?
Want to know when important events are happening on Lake Sarah?
We need Your Email Address!

One of the ways LSIA is able to communicate with everyone on and around the lake is through
email. We use a service called Mail Chimp to send out our emails. We have an extensive
PRIVATE list that we use. However, we know that we dont have everyone’s current’preferred
email and that only about 53% of the emails we send out are actually opened. We get it. People
are busy and get a lot of emails. Current information and events are often published on
Lakesarah.com (thanks to Brad Spencer!!). If you have not been receiving emails from the lake
association, please send us an email at lakesarahassocation @ yahoo.com and we will add you
o the list.

2022 Membership Drive
The annual Membership Dues will once again be only $35.00

The membership dues help support a number of projects including our annual meetings, our
neighborhood directory and a number of communily events. There is a membership form
included with this newsletler. Please complete the form (including your preferred email) and mail
it along with your tax-deductible donation to the address listed. If you prefer, there is an option
to pay your dues, lake treatment donation and walleye donation via PayPal on the
lakesarah.com website. However, we prefer you mail us a check rather than use PayPal as they
charge us ransaction fees and the completed form allows us o be sure we have accurate
information in our database.

All paid memberships will receive a discount for Randy's/RBepublic Sanitation! This year,
Randy's/Republic has offered 1o continue the discounts (same as 2021) to those who use the
65- and 95-gallon size! Info at lakesarah.com (LSIA membership discounts)

Thank you to all who have already sent in their membership dues!




Proposed Bylaw amendment:

The LSIA board proposes amending Article [V | Meetings, of the Bylaws (last amended in
2008). Discussion and voting on the proposed amendment is planned during the Spring general
membership meeting scheduled for April 25" at Independence City Hall. The full version of the
bylaws may be found on Lake Sarah.Com website.

Change from:

There shall be a minimum of three (3) regular meetings per calendar year 1o be held generally in
April, July, and October each yvear. The meeting held in July shall be the annual meeling.

Change to:

There shall be a minimum of two (2) regular meetings per calendar year to be held generally in
spring and summer e@ach year. One of the meetings shall be the annual meeting.

Fishing Update

What a great winter fishing season! This has been another busy season of ice fishing on Lake
Sarah this winter, Many anglers have been calching walleye, crappie and spearing northerm.

Did you know that we privately stock walleye in Lake Sarah? Since 2006, LS1A and many
generous neighbors have contributed money to stock walleye in our lake. Your donations have
provided 13,300 fingerlings and 280,000 fry! Why do we need to stock walleye? The shor
answer is that Lake Sarah is capable of growing and sustaining walleye but there are insufficient
spawning areas for the walleye 1o be self-sustaining. Oh... and we stock walleye cuz who
doesn't ke to catch and eat walleyea!

FISHING LIMIT CHANGE Reminder for Lake Sarah

Beginning March 1. 2021, Sunfish and Crappie limit was reduced to
£ 5 each per day for Lake Sarah. This is a new special regulation from
¥, the DNR beginning in 2021 and still in effect. The DNR Cuality

& Sunfish Initiative is intended to allow more of these fish to mature to
d = bigger size. Any questions? Please visil the DNR website:
https:fhwww. drr.state. mn.usish/sunfish/index. himl




Financial Report

Ery Mike Makone

Flease view the most recent Lake Sarah Improvement Association financial report,

Lake Sarah Improvement Association Fengared by Mike: Mainne
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Lake Sarah Improvement Association
2022 Membership Form

Please complete the form below and returm to ensure that we hEve Your eormect information.
Member Infonmaton:
Megrx)

Aggress

Cay S@Eme Iwr

Lafine Address [if different from abowe]

Telephone{s]

Emnapils]

Thanks for supporting LSIA! We are looking forward to another great year on Lake Sarah!

2022 Membership Fee: % 35.00

S50 smppecved for the annsel 475 weed Wazer Quality Fundg
[rEatmant program

Tolr Serctd Eive aroecos 14, 500 Willeye Stocking Fund
finge=ting= ane 290000 wallcpe fry once 1008

Orther

"AN fees and donations b L5IA are tax
deducable Tetal |

Make cheoks payable to LSIA and mailte:  LSIA,  P.0. BOX 25, LORETTO, MM 55357

Yeu may alzo pay with PayPal on hitpcf fanvwe lakesarah ol sarahak o istionisiamernbershipinfn bt

Interested in getting more involved?

Volunteer on one of our many committees!
Pleaie check here 1o be contacted with more infe & contacs any board member!

Board of Direoors |:_: Water Quality [ Weed Comtro [__: Summer Picnic/Beat Parsde/Specal evenes ||

Membership f Directory F‘] ke Ceanup | ] Public Access Cleanup (] spring mating heip |

e




